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Application No. 

09/480,061 



Examin r 

Stephen P. Garbe 



Applicant(s) 

MALIN ET AL. 



Art Unit 

3727 



Th MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspond nee address ~ 
Period f r Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to repfy within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 24 September 2001 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 14 and 16 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 14 and 16 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)Q accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)D All b)Q Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) 

1 ) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

2) □ Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01 ) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No. 1 3 
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1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on June 8, 
2001 , has been entered. 

2. The drawings are objected to under 37 C.F.R. 1 .83(a) as failing to illustrate the 
seal area of the narrow web, as recited in the last paragraph of claim 14. No new 
matter may be entered. 

3. Figure 8 of the drawings is objected to as being inaccurate. The upper of the two 
reference numbers 26 appears to be indicating the wrong element. 

4. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

5. Claims 14 and 26^are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as 
containing subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as 
to enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly 
connected, to make and/or use the invention. There is no disclosure which would 
enable one of ordinary skill in the art to seal the webs of zipper strip 10 to the sheet 
material without sealing the webs to each other. It is noted that the written description 
states that this is the objective of the invention. However, it does not appear to explain 
how to achieve that objective. Note Figures 3, 4, and 5, and the discussions thereof, 
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which disclose that the two zipper strip webs are interlocked with each other prior to 
being fed onto package sheet material. Then the wide web is sealed to the sheet 
material at 24 and 26. At this point, the narrow web is not sealed to anything. It is 
merely interlocked with the wide web. The only discussion, apparently, of sealing the 
narrow web to the sheet material is on page 9 of the specification. However, it does not 
explain how to do this without sealing the two webs together. Page 9 states that the 
zipper strip webs are sealed to the sheet material without being sealed to each other, 
but, again, it does not explain how to achieve this. Since the two webs are interlocked 
prior to attachment to the sheet material and, since all of the narrow web overlaps all of 
the wide web, it is unclear how the narrow web can be sealed to the sheet material 
without also sealing it to the wide web.Q"his is a new matter re^ectJoi^~^^ 

6. Claims 14 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as 
containing subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as 
to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time 
the application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. There is no original 
disclosure of the narrow web sealed to a package wall only at a second seal area and 
wherein the second seal area is spaced apart from the first seal area, as set forth in the 
last paragraph of claim 1 4. itzT*"**^ ~ ~^->~~~~~- 

7. Any inquiry concerning this application or proceeding should be directed to 
Stephen Garbe whose telephone number is 703-308-1207. The examiner can normally 
be reached Monday-Thursday between the hours of 7:15 and 4:45 and alternate 
Fridays between the hours of 7:15 and 3:45. 
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8. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Allan Shoap can be reached on 703-308-1082. 

9. The fax phone numbers for Technology Center 3700 are 703-872-9302 for 
papers filed in response to a non-final Office Action and 703-872-9303 for papers filed 
in response to a Final Office Action. 

1 0. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist, whose telephone number is 703-308- 



1148. 




Sfepnen P. Garbe 
Primary Examiner 
Group 3720 



